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ST. MARY C.S.S. PARENT COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY, November 17, 2021
(Virtual)
	Executive Members
	Name
	Attendance

	Principal
	Susan Duane
	P

	Chair
	Beatrice Povolo
	P

	Secretary
	Shelley McMurter
	P

	Financial Secretary
	Emily Povolo
	P

	Teacher Representative
	Melissa Wilson-Clark
	P

	Parish/Non-Teaching Representative
	Tomy Valookaran
	R

	Parent Representatives

	Parent Representative 
	Adele Sartor
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Keisha Petrolo
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Louella DiFrancesco
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Samantha McLachlan
	Ab

	Parent Representative 
	Zhora Adatia-McGlashen
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Rizza Andrade
	P


Attendance:  P= Present    Ab = Absent    R = Regrets

Other Attendees:

	Danilo Simonelli
	Elizabeth Alfarano

	Josie DiMarco
	


	CALL TO ORDER 


Meeting Called to Order: 7 pm

Welcome and Introductions:  B. Povolo / S. Duane
Opening Prayer:  S. Duane
	ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN


Approval of Minutes:  October 6, 2021 – no changes
Motion to Approve by:   K. Petrolo 

Seconded by:   E. Povolo
	REPORT / INFORMATION ITEMS


Principal’s Report:  S. Duane
School Events

· Antibullying held the week of November 15th 
· Had a non-uniform day on November 17th – money raised will be going to the St. Vincent foodbank

· Mr. Zimmer held the Remembrance Day assembly virtually

· Quadmester 1 has been completed – report cards will go out November 22nd 
Grade 7/8 in the School

· Grade 7s and 8s have visited the St. Mary auto and shop rooms last week, this week, and will be in the next 2 Wednesdays as part of the trades allowing St. Mary to showcase the specialty courses
· There was a grade 8 virtual assembly held for students
EQAO
· Grade 9s taking math have written the EQAO

· Expecting that the results may not be as good as previous years given that some of the grade 9s are struggling in math due to the limitations of the pandemic the last two years
· Students are behind in learning due to the online learning that has occurred due to COVID

OSSLT

· Grade 11s have written the OSSLT

· Consensus with the students is that the test went well

· Grade 10s will be writing in the spring

· Grade 12s have been exempt
Used Book Sale

· Students are looking to hold a used book sale – books can be dropped off in the library or the office with the book sale taking place December 9th and 10th 
· Students will gift wrap the book sold
· Half of the funds collected will go to the Children’s Wish Foundation and the other half to the school for the purchase of new books

Financial Report:  E. Povolo
· Current balance: $11625 - $2740 from the used uniform sale minus $747.26 in expenses
· $800 has been set aside for 4 bursaries and $2000 has been set aside for the graduating class

· Last year council introduced the Indigenous Award – will need to determine if that will be done again this year
Request for Funding:
S. Duane

Used Book Sale Request 
· The Librarian has request $100 from council to support the purchase of wrapping paper and bows for the wrapping of the books sold at the book sale

· Funds for $100 has been approved by council

CNC Machine

· Mr. DiFonzo has requested $2500 to support the purchase of a CNC machine for the shop classes

· A CNC machine is an engraving machine controlled by a computer to create a multitude of things

· This machine would be a great addition for the tech department and can be used by all tech classes

· Council has agreed to provide $1250 in support of the purchase now and will re-evaluate the possibility of providing more funds in February

English and Modern Languages

· The English department has requested $2265 to purchase 124 books for 4 grade 10 English classes – The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

· The department has spent a large amount of time researching culturally responsible resources and would like to add this book to the curriculum

· Council has approved $1100 to assist with the purchase of books to cover 2 class sets
Scholarship Request:
B. Povolo

· St. Mary recently lost a grade 11 student, Jade De Castro
· A proposal was made to set up a scholarship in Jade’s name to be put in place for the 2023 graduating class

· An outreach will be made to the family to see what they would like to see as an award in Jade’s name and we will work with them to ensure the award reflects their intentions
· Council is honoured to support this award in Jade’s memory

Used Uniform Sale:
B. Povolo
· A used uniform sale was held on November 4th
· A number of students from the St. Mary Ambassador club assisted with the preparation of getting the uniforms ready for the sale (the Mission room has been cleaned up and the uniforms organized) and then the night of the sale there was support from the Ambassador group and parents

· A special thank you to all the students and parents that helped out – it was greatly appreciated!

· The sale was a great success with raising over $2700
· Typically the sale is held in the summer but due to COVID the sale could not be held for the past 2 years

· Council will look to hold another used uniform sale at the end of the year

	QUESTIONS / ISSUES FROM COUNCIL


· Council enquired about what information could be shared regarding the recent news media regarding a St. Mary’s student who was found at school with a weapon.
· The school does not have any further information to share because they only have the same information that has been shared with the public
· The police came to St. Mary (they were not called by the school) and a student was apprehended. The police indicated that a weapon was found but no further information was shared with the school – the student is no longer at the school
· The students have been handling the news of this situation well

· The school has brought in 3 social workers that are available to both staff and students should anyone need to talk about the situation – the staff were provided a script that has been read in all of the classes
· Parent Council asked about any new potential safety measure that the school or board was considering in light of this incident and were told that there were no specific changes being contemplated at this time
· A concern was raised regarding vaping in the boy’s bathroom
· There were some students found vaping in the bathroom at the beginning of the year which resulted in some washrooms being closed to allow for proper monitoring of the bathrooms

· Students caught vaping on school property are suspended and reported which carries a $2000 fine

· The school has a no tolerance rule 

· Announcements have been made so all students are aware of the consequences

	ADJOURNMENT


Meeting Adjourned:  8:30 pm
Next St. Mary CSS Council Meeting 
Thursday December 9, 2021 @ 7:00 pm – Virtual Zoom Meeting
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