ST. MARY C.S.S. PARENT COUNCIL
TUESDAY October 1, 2024
	Executive Members
	Name
	Sign In

	Principal
	John Di Vizio
	R

	Chair
	Adele Sartor
	P

	Co-Chair
	Sabrina Pallotta
	P

	Secretary
	Paul Dalton
	P

	Financial Secretary
	Emily Povolo
	P

	Teacher Representative
	Melissa Wilson-Clark
	P

	Chaplain
	Mariana Bosetti
	P

	Parish/Non-Teaching Representative
	Danilo Simonelli (SIJ)
	R

	Parent Representatives

	Parent Representative
	Amanda Dass
	P

	Parent Representative
	Arianna D’Urso
	P

	Parent Representative
	Ayesha Sardar
	Ab

	Parent Representative
	Babz Boehm
	R

	Parent Representative
	Barbara Perrott
	R

	Parent Representative
	Bessy Stergiou
	P

	Parent Representative
	Carla Hipolito
	R

	Parent Representative 
	Claudia Nicholas 
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Cordelia Clark Julien
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Danielle Boyle
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Jason Boyle
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Jennifer Millar
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Kim Layman
	P

	Parent Representative
	Leah Changoo
	Ab

	Parent Representative 
	Lilani Kulathungam
	R

	Parent Representative
	Mark V. Campbell
	P

	Parent Representative
	Melissa Edwards
	P

	Parent Representative
	Melodie McLymont
	Ab

	Parent Representative
	Nancy Barry
	P

	Parent Representative
	Nicola Sutton-Leslie
	P

	Parent Representative
	Nindu Kumar
	Ab

	Parent Representative
	Oluwoyomi Dime
	P

	Parent Representative
	Paula Thomas
	P

	Parent Representative
	Rachel Vigliatore
	P

	Parent Representative
	Reg Sadler
	P

	Parent Representative
	Shivaun McLymont
	Ab

	Parent Representative
	Tara King
	P

	Parent Representative
	Tonia Edwards Kelegan
	R

	Parent Representative 
	Zhora Adatia-McGlashen
	P


Attendance:  P= Present    Ab = Absent    R = Regrets

Other Attendees: Julie Simon, V.P. in attendance for Mr. Di Vizio, C. Chalmers
	
	

	CALL TO ORDER 


Meeting Called to Order: 7 pm

Welcome:  A. Sartor/ S. Pallotta
Opening Prayer:  M. Bosetti
	ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN


Approval of Minutes:  June 4, 2024.- A. Sartor
Motion to Approve by: J. Millar

Seconded by: E. Povolo
	REPORTS / INFORMATION ITEMS


Principal’s Report: Julie Simon, for John Di Vizio
Apple Distinguished School

· St. Mary’s is proud to be recognized as an Apple Distinguished School
· This is given by Apple Canada in recognition for work done from staff and students at the school

· Apple Distinguished Schools are centres of leadership and educational excellence ​that demonstrate Apple’s vision for learning with technology.
· Ribbon cutting ceremony TBD

· Some Highlights: 

· Only school in GTA that is an Apple Distinguished School
· Only school in Durham with 3 Mac Labs

· Every class has Apple TV’s
· Lots of support in the Math and English dept; Looking to expand further
Stage Curtains
· The school is purchasing new curtains for the stage

· Cost to replace is approximately $21,000

Franco-Ontario Day (Sept 25)
· Students wore green & white and there was a bake sale
Events: Retreat Leaders held retreat at Teen Ranch 

· 60 Retreat Leader students attended an overnight retreat at Teen Ranch in Caledon for Leadership Training (Grade 11’s & 12’s)

· They will be the student leaders for the grade 9 retreats

· There are a total of 95 retreat leaders this year

· Currently there are 6 retreat leaders initiatives running

· Great way to get involved with the school
National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (Sept 30)

· Recognized the ‘holiday’
· It is not about the orange shirt, but students were encouraged to wear them in support

· Students for Action Team held an ‘I pledge’ sign up and pledges will be hung up in cafeteria area
Student of the month:

· Each month, a student is nominated by teacher or peer
· Someone who embodies the spirit of St. Mary

· Student body to put something out to get more students to participate (social media)
· A display was set up in the main foyer by student of the month for National Day for Truth and Reconciliation

Custodian Appreciation Day (Oct 2)

· The custodians will be recognized with announcement and some treats & coffee

Convex Mirrors

· 9 convex mirrors have been purchased in total

· 6 mirrors to be placed under each staircase
· 3 mirrors will be placed in blind spots in the library
· This is being done for health and safety reasons; not in response to an incident
System-Wide Commissioning Mass (Oct 17)

· Parent council has been invited to attend the commissioning mass held on October 17th
SIJ (St Isaac Jogues) Life Teen (Oct 8)

· A free program that is run through the church for teens Gr 9 – 12. Gatherings every 1st and 3rd Saturday in the parish hall. 

· Meagan Webb, who runs the program, will come to St. Mary on October 8th to speak to the students about the Life Teen program. 
Thanksgiving Mass (October 9th) 
· Fr Coleman & Fr Allen will be holding liturgy for Thanksgiving Mass
· They will be coming from their respective churches and sharing what they are thankful for
Photo Retakes (Oct 10)

· Photo retakes are scheduled for October 10th
· Student to sign up for 2nd photo if required
· If a 2nd photo is taken, that is what will be used
Post Secondary Fair (Oct 10) 
· The fair will take place throughout the entire school from 6:30 – 9:00
· 35 universities, colleges, workplaces and trades will be in attendance
Parent Teacher Conferences (Oct 17)

· To be held on October 17th between 6:00pm – 8:30pm; 10 min timeslots 

· Thanksgiving Monday is when sign up is open (Oct 14th) 
· Times run out quickly, so sign up quickly
· If parents are unable to schedule a time, please reach out to the teacher directly to request alternative arrangements.
Chaplain Appreciation Day (Oct 21)

· Council recognized Mariana Bosetti during the meeting as we will not see her on the 21st
Safe and Caring School Drills throughout Sept/Oct

· 3 fire drills took place last week 

· All went well. 4 minutes, 3 minutes, then slightly longer; will continue to look at how to improve
· Lock down and bomb threat drills to come later in October
Student Senator Meetings Begin
· These meetings are starting now, work directly with the trustees
· Opportunity to voice their opinions at the board level
· Great leadership opportunity for the students
Wellness Page Under News on Our School Homepage

Youth Substances Awareness Presentation: Ms. Wilson-Clark
· Anti-Vaping information session to be presented by Pinewood on Wednesday October 23rd (evening): For parents and students. 
· For our school community and we will be reaching out to elementary feeder schools to attend as well
· Purpose is to help raise awareness with a harm reduction approach; reduce stigma
· Treatment options provided

· Funding has been made available by the board for refreshments & snacks
· Speaker may attend November council meeting to debrief and share directly with council

· Will be promoted to parents in the upcoming weeks. 

· We have reached out to the retreat leaders to serve the refreshments & snacks for the evening

Used Uniform Sale Update: A. Sartor

· Used Uniform Sale was held on July 4th
· Uniforms were donated by Grade 12’s; if donated, they were able to write their exams in civies
· Over $12,000 was made with this initiative; fundraising record for sale
· Very grateful and we will put money back to the school and students
· The plan is to do another sale for Grade 8 night in January, as well as the summer again. 
New Business:
Terry Fox: Ms. Wilson-Clark
· Thank you to Parent council for their donation and help with Terry Fox Day
· Council approved bouncy castle funding back in June
· Fantastic run/walk/event. Students had fun; dunk tank was a hit 

Miter saw Donation to the school: A. Sartor
· Thank you to Reg Sadler who worked to get 2 miter saws donated to the school 

· They are already up and running at the school and being used in the woodshop
Thanksgiving Food Drive: Mariana Bosetti
· Thanksgiving Food Drive to be held from Oct 2nd – Oct 10th
· All Proceeds will go to the Mission Room, where we collect food that we provide to families in need throughout the year. Whatever is left over will be given to Durham Outlook and St. Vincent de Paul 

· The goal for this year is 2,000lbs
· If they hit to their goal, students get a free non-uniform day

· Food Drive will be promoted through reels, announcements, Edsby Messages, Centre Voice. A student is going class to class in a turkey costume to promote the food drive as well
· Gift card donations will be held off for Christmas fundraising, after Thanksgiving

Financial Report:  E. Povolo

Ended of year (’23-’24) balance:     $6,111.64
Uniform Sale:   $12,962.50

Balance to Start the Year:   $19,074.14
Spend:

Terry Fox: 
$1,100

Current Balance: 17,974.14
Grad Gift Earmark (with guidance from graduates & teachers/gift to the school): $2,000
· Request and vote for parent council to support partial funding of the new stage curtains in the amount of $2000; approved by council
Traditionally, money raised by council is spent on: 

· as much outreach as possible that will benefit a good majority of the student body

· Staff requests: e.g., resources and equipment needed for optimal student learning

· Donations to school community: Christmas Outreach; mental health initiatives, etc.

· Provide bursaries to graduates; purchase annual grad gift (donation to school on behalf of graduating class)
Parish Update (St. Isaac Jogues): A. Sartor for D. Simonelli
· Danilo reached out to Fr. Marc – no parish updates at this time
	OTHER BUSINESS


Funding for athletics
· Is there a way to pay for or partially fund some of the athletics? Cost per student seems to be getting higher and higher
· Answer: Deferred to November Council so Mr. Di Vizio can answer and provide context. 
Uniforms
· Parent shared an issue with a portion of the uniform policy: why can’t 2nd layer be worn on its own? Too hot to wear a golf shirt and hoodie together.

· Answer: Per DCDSB board mandate, schools are to review uniform policy every 3 years. St. Mary conducted review 2 years ago; next review not due at this time.
Year Books

· The yearbooks for last school year were issued in September. Is there a way for these to be issued at the end of the school year, to allow students the ability to have their peers sign their book. 

· Answer: Due to publishing and approval timelines & limitations, as well as timing of various school events (e.g. prom, grad, year-end sports/arts banquets) delivery has been moved to September of following school year. We will see if there is an alternative that will fill this need. 
Vaping Detectors

· Last year, funding was provided by the board to install vape detectors to prevent smoking in the washrooms. Is there an update?

· Answer: detectors are on order, and they are coming. Actual ETA TBD
Closing Prayer:  M. Bosetti
	ADJOURNMENT


Meeting Adjourned:  9:20 PM
Next St. Mary CSS Council Meeting 
Tuesday November 5 @ 7:00 pm – St. Mary’s Learning Commons

St. Mary CSS Parent Council meetings usually take place on the first Tuesday of the month, from 7:00pm – 8:00pm in the school library.  All parents are welcome to attend the monthly Parent Council meetings and bring agenda items forward for discussion. 















