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ST. MARY C.S.S. PARENT COUNCIL
TUESDAY, December 6, 2022
	Executive Members
	Name
	Attendance

	Principal
	John Di Vizio
	P

	Chair
	Adele Sartor
	P

	Co-Chair
	Sabrina Pallotta
	P

	Secretary
	Shelley McMurter
	R

	Financial Secretary
	Emily Povolo
	P

	Teacher Representative
	Melissa Wilson-Clark
	P

	Parish/Non-Teaching Representative
	Mariana Bosetti
	P

	Parent Representatives

	Parent Representative 
	Cordelia Clarke Julien
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Keisha Petrolo
	R

	Parent Representative 
	Jennifer Millar
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Rizza Andrade
	P

	Parent Representative 
	June Lee
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Zhora Adatia-McGlashen
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Danilo Simonelli
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Claudia Nicholas 
	P


Attendance:  P= Present    Ab = Absent    R = Regrets

Other Attendees:

	
	


	CALL TO ORDER 


Meeting Called to Order: 7 pm

Welcome:  A. Sartor
Opening Prayer:  M. Bosetti
	ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN


Approval of Minutes:  November 1, 2022 – no changes

Motion to Approve by:   E. Povolo
Seconded by:   S. Pallotta
	REPORTS / INFORMATION ITEMS


McCarthy’s Representative Q & A- Mr. Rios

· Uniforms are a school decision; we need to make an informed decision that takes into consideration the systemic barriers (religion, culture, costs, etc.). It needs to be equitable for all.
· Most schools/boards are stream-lining their uniform. They are offering less options- pants, long and short- sleeve golf shirt and hoodie or crew-knit sweater.
· New option of an embroidered hoodie but can’t take it off. $54.99- unisex- it comes in every colour.
· They are eliminating the full-zip jackets.
· The crew-knit sweater is now in fleece- unisex $49.99.
· Shorts- boys and girls- different style of shorts especially for girls are coming.
· Khaki pants instead of regular pants- everything has spandex and stretchy elastic waist-bands- new line for 2024.
· Most boards no longer have kilts, they have been removed due to difficulty in enforcing them. 
· Tall pants are available- special order (6-8 weeks).
· Joggers are becoming an option $54.99.
· Dry-fit golf shirt is also another option.
Domestic Outreach student presentation: Christmas Outreach
· M. Bosetti spoke about the need in our school. They have raised $1500 so far and many activities are happening to support this outreach; for example, bingo, hot chocolate, Christmas sweater day, pj day, green and red day, etc.
· This will help 35-40 families through Holy Redeemer/St. Isaac Jogues in our own community.
· They would like to raise $15 000. 
· Dominos Raise the Dough- Dec. 14 - $5 will go to Christmas Outreach using the special code.
· 2 core leaders are making announcements about all of the activities. 
· Parent Council will be giving $1000 to help support this important cause.
Principal’s Report:  J. Di Vizio
Apple Distinguished School Process
· This is branding St. Mary’s as a technology school. We now have 800 chrome books/ 1 cart per class.
· St. Mary’s being an Apple Distinguished school will provide us with resources/ experts/ exchanges with other schools around the world. 
· This helps us recognize the work of our students that use Apple; this does not mean more Apple products in the school. 
· The school will be completing a detailed application and student work to apply for the Apple Distinguished School (it will take 6 months to a year). 
· There will be no copyright on student work and no cost to the school.
EQAO literacy prep and “Litguide” software for Gr. 10s
· Litguide is a new software to prep for EQAO.
· It was introduced to Ms. Walton and guidance department; they thought the software would be useful to our students.
· St. Mary will be receiving 800 licenses (400 for our grade 10 students and 400 for our grade 9 students).
· The grade 10 licenses will be paid by the board and the grade 9 licenses will be covered by the school.
French Tutoring (new)
· There will be tutoring after school (Tuesday/ Thursday) with Ms. Zeenaeme.
· All departments are bumping up our literacy, numeracy, science clinics after school.
Exam prep (in class & modules by Guidance/Library staff)/ School exam prep sessions
· There is lots of prepping in general for exams.
· Students are asked to attend one session out of all the choices.
· Teachers are giving specifics on exams depending on the subject.
· There was a discussion on the exam process – day 1 exam and then a break, etc.- more information will come regarding this matter.
Music Reach Ahead for elementary schools
· The music students are going to our feeder schools to do Christmas concerts (choir and band).
· This will encourage and provide lots of Christmas cheer for both St. Mary’s and our elementary schools.
· This is an opportunity for our future high school students to see what St. Mary’s has to offer.
· Christmas concert is this Thursday for our band and choir.
AP program meeting December 15
· There is a meeting on December 15th for parents who would like their children to be a part of AP programs.
Grade 8 night January 17th

· There is a meeting for all our future grade 9 families on January 17th.
Post-Secondary school visits- J. Di Vizio and M. Wilson-Clark
· Guidance arranged many universities/colleges visits in our cafeteria.
· This started back in November with booths in our cafeteria with many questions being answered and lots of information given.
· Guidance received great feedback from the universities/colleges as well as from our students.
Tech Reach Ahead opportunities for elementary schools- M. Wilson-Clark

· Grade 8 trades day for all elementary schools together with our intermediate guidance teacher (Ms. J. Dehaney); it is an opportunity for our students to show our future students what they can do here at St. Mary.
· This promotes new skills and allows students to maybe do something they have never tried.
· We watched an amazing video demonstrating what happens on those days.

******Mr. Sorbilli- January 11, 2023 
· There is an opportunity from 6-8pm on tech night for parent- child in Grade 9 or 10 that would like to participate. The school is looking for 2 or 3 families that would be interested. Please contact Mr. Di Vizio if you are interested. 
Financial Report:  E. Povolo
· The current balance is $5628.23. 
· $100 was given for the Used Book Sale from last meeting.
· $1000 will be given for Christmas Outreach; council voted and agreed on this matter and L. Ali will be emailed by E. Povolo.
· There was a discussion on accepting donations for used uniforms by January 13, 2023.
· There was a proposal date for January 17th for another used uniform sale to help with parent council funding.

	OTHER BUSINESS


Mr. Di Fonzo’s “thank you”:
M. Wilson-Clark
· The CNC machine has dedicated a plaque to council because we helped fund this amazing machine.
· We saw a video regarding this machine and how it works.
· Ms. Wilson-Clark delivered a thank you message from Di Fonzo.
Fundraising opportunities: subcommittee meeting- (J. Di Vizio, A. Sartor, S. Pallotta, E. Povolo, R. Andrade, C. Nicholas, C. Clarke Julien)
· There was a discussion on how we can fundraise and what can we do at the high school level.

· S. Palotta is looking into FundScrip.

· R. Andrade is looking at flipgive.
· There was a discussion on selling any item but difficult because it is high school.
· There was a discussion on developing a foundation/association with a registration (marking certain funds to certain items); this needs approval so J. Di Vizio is looking into it further and will get back to us with more details.
· There was a conversation of developing an alumni/new parent campaign.
· There was a discussion of having a silent auction and 50/50 raffle for the film festival. 

· A. Sartor is going to set up another meeting to discuss our next steps.

Closing Prayer: M. Bosetti
	ADJOURNMENT


Meeting Adjourned:  8:00 pm
Next St. Mary CSS Council Meeting 
Tuesday February 7, 2023 @ 7:00 pm – St. Mary’s Learning Commons

St. Mary CSS Parent Council meetings usually take place on the first Tuesday of the month, from 7:00pm – 8:00pm in the school library.  All parents are welcome to attend the monthly Parent Council meetings and bring agenda items forward for discussion. 
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