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ST. MARY C.S.S. PARENT COUNCIL
TUESDAY, April 4, 2023
	Executive Members
	Name
	Attendance

	Principal
	John Di Vizio
	P

	Chair
	Adele Sartor
	P

	Co-Chair
	Sabrina Pallotta
	R

	Secretary
	Shelley McMurter
	P

	Financial Secretary
	Emily Povolo
	P

	Teacher Representative
	Melissa Wilson-Clark
	P

	Parish/Non-Teaching Representative
	Mariana Bosetti
	P

	Parent Representatives

	Parent Representative 
	Cordelia Clarke Julien
	Ab

	Parent Representative 
	Keisha Petrolo
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Jennifer Millar
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Rizza Andrade
	P

	Parent Representative 
	June Lee
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Zhora Adatia-McGlashen
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Danilo Simonelli
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Claudia Nicholas 
	P


Attendance:  P= Present    Ab = Absent    R = Regrets

Other Attendees:

	Jayson Julien
	Kim McPherson


	CALL TO ORDER 


Meeting Called to Order: 7 pm

Welcome:  A. Sartor
Opening Prayer:  M. Bosetti
	ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN


Approval of Minutes:  February 7, 2023 – no changes

Motion to Approve by:   E. Povolo
Seconded by:   Keisha
	REPORTS / INFORMATION ITEMS


Principal’s Report:  J. Di Vizio
School Incident on Friday
· Tactical squad came to St. Mary who arrested a student having a replica firearm in their possession
· Students had quickly notified the office and J. Di Vizio called 911 as the school was uncertain of the level of threat
· The police were called and the team quickly handled the situation
· A lockdown was not initiated as per guidance from the police
· Staff and students were shaken from the incident and social workers were made available for anyone that wished to talk about the situation
· All staff and students are safe
ChatGPT and Staff PD Around this New Technology
· ChatGPT is a free Artificial Intelligence (AI) software that will write essays based on criteria provided
· The school is looking into modifying assessment processes and staff are evaluating ways to incorporate ChatGPT into learning - There are three ways that students are assessed at the school: looking at a product (a test or presentation), observing students doing a task, and conversations 
Power of Words Presentation
· Students presented to the elementary students gr 6-8 the FA slur, N slur, and R slur
· The school wanted to initiate conversations with the students around the slurs as the students are hearing them often through music
· There is also a group that is presenting to the high school level students as well
Photos & Video from the Premier/Ministerial Visit
· J. Di Vizio shared a card that was provided from Pickering MPP Mr. Peter Bethlenfalvy thanking the school for hosting the premier during the trade talk day

· Attending the event was the premier, Mr. Doug Ford, Pickering MPP, Mr. Peter Bethlenfavly, the minister of education, Mr. Stephen Lecce, and the minister of labour, immigration, training and skills development, Mr. Monte McNaughton
· Compliments went out to the staff, students, and school for hosting the successful event
Rev. Markle Communications Award:
A. Sartor / S. Pallotta
· St. Mary was nominated for the Rev. Markle Communications Award by the chair and co-chair of St. Mary Parent Council for promoting and increasing communication to families
· This is a school board award for the promotion of communication

· The recipient of the ward will be selected trustees and student trustees
Parish Updates:
D. Simonelli (Parish Liaison)
· Everyone is invited to the Easter services at the parishes

· With the resignation of Cardinal Collins, he will be unable to celebrate mass at St. Mary this school year

· The new Archbishop, Rev. Francis Leo will be performing a 7pm service on April 26 at St. Isaac Jogues Parish 
Grad Awards Request by Grad Committee:
A. Sartor / E. Povolo
· The chair and co-chair of Parent Council were contacted by a representative on the grad committee requesting parent council continue the annual donations of the bursaries/scholarships again this year
· Parent Council approved the continuing of the donations for the following amounts:
· 6 bursaries at a total of $200 each ($1200); 1 Indigenous Award at $200, 1 Jade DeCastro scholarship at $200 for a total of $1600 
Jade DeCastro Scholarship Update:
K. Petrolo
· The DeCastro family has graciously donated $1300 this year to the Jade DeCastro Scholarship recognizing this would have been the year of Jade’s graduation

· With the additional donation of $200 from Parent Council, the Jade DeCastro Scholarship will be $1500 this year and will be split by 2 students ($750 each) who display continued resilience and perseverance

Financial Report:  E. Povolo
· The current balance is $6431.63
· $2000 for the grad gift has been set aside

· There is a parent engagement fund available to the school for $500 which can be allocated to support the mental wellness week

	OTHER BUSINESS


Pizza Fundraiser:  M. Wilson-Clark
· Domino’s Raise the Dough will be held on April 26th 
· A code will be provided closer to the date for families to order pizza – the code must be used when ordering pizza to participate in the fundraiser
	ADJOURNMENT


Meeting Adjourned: 8:55 pm
Closing Prayer:
M. Bosetti
Next St. Mary CSS Council Meeting 
Tuesday May 2, 2023 @ 7:00 pm – St. Mary’s Learning Commons

St. Mary CSS Parent Council meetings usually take place on the first Tuesday of the month, from 7:00pm – 8:00pm in the school library.  All parents are welcome to attend the monthly Parent Council meetings and bring agenda items forward for discussion. 
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