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ST. MARY C.S.S. PARENT COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY, November 1, 2022
	Executive Members
	Name
	Attendance

	Principal
	John Di Vizio
	P

	Chair
	Adele Sartor
	P

	Co-Chair
	Sabrina Pallotta
	P

	Secretary
	Shelley McMurter
	P

	Financial Secretary
	Emily Povolo
	P

	Teacher Representative
	Melissa Wilson-Clark
	P

	Parish/Non-Teaching Representative
	Mariana Bosetti
	P

	Parent Representatives

	Parent Representative 
	Cordelia Clarke Julien
	Ab

	Parent Representative 
	Keisha Petrolo
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Jennifer Millar
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Rizza Andrade
	P

	Parent Representative 
	June Lee
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Zhora Adatia-McGlashen
	P

	Parent Representative 
	Danilo Simonelli
	R

	Parent Representative 
	Claudia Nicholas 
	Ab


Attendance:  P= Present    Ab = Absent    R = Regrets

Other Attendees:

	Elizabeth Alfarano
	Jayson Julien


	CALL TO ORDER 


Meeting Called to Order: 7 pm

Welcome:  A. Sartor
Opening Prayer:  M. Bosetti
	ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN


Approval of Minutes:  October 4, 2022 – no changes

Motion to Approve by:   E. Povolo

Seconded by:   K. Petrolo
	REPORTS / INFORMATION ITEMS


Principal’s Report:  J. Di Vizio
Job Action

· There are daily meetings with senior administration occurring but there is currently no confirmation on actions that may be taken as bargaining is still occurring 
· The school board had a meeting last night and agreed to shut the school down for Friday to assist parents with any necessary preparation 
· Communications will be sent to parents with updates on the job action situation
· The school is not expecting any impact on the dissemination of the mid-term report cards – November 18th is the current date report cards are scheduled to go out – should this date change there will be a communication to the parents

· Grade 12 students have received their OAC numbers so applications can begin for post-secondary applications

Summative Assessments
· Exam preparations are ongoing
· Teachers are being intentional when preparing students for final exams – teachers realize students are having challenges 
· Teachers are going through test and exam writing skills and time management 
· Some courses will remain with summative marks and/or a culminating activity, e.g. Religion, Technology, Physical Education, Arts
Pinewood Partnership and Presentations
· Pinewood Centre has addiction counsellors who work in partnership with the school board to provide services to youth with substance use, gambling, gaming, and technology use concerns
· The school is looking to organize an evening event for students, parents, and caregivers

· Parent council suggested 3 possible presentations around Vaping, Mindfulness and Healthy Coping, Gaming and Technology Use 
Chromebooks
· Ms. Duane purchased 400 Chromebooks last year 
· 150 additional Chromebooks were purchased this year which the school board matched 
· There is a current total of 700 Chromebooks at St. Mary
· A decision will be made to determine if the school will purchase more Chromebooks to provide a 1:1 ratio for the students or to keep the number we have and put a cart in each class to share (30 Chromebooks to a cart)

OSSLT (Literacy Test)
· The OSSLT will be written on November 23rd for students rewriting the test
· The tests will be written using Chromebooks 
· There will be another OSSLT date in the spring
Uniform Review
· The uniform is reviewed every 3 years to determine if any changes are needed
· The school is seeing an improvement of students conforming to the uniform policy

· There was a discussion around the possibility of removing the kilt – there was a suggestion to speak with a McCarthy representative to discuss options/changes in the uniform styles to accommodate all students – J. Di Vizio will speak with McCarthy to determine when a representative could attend a council meeting
· More discussions will occur with steps to also obtain feedback from the students
Financial Report:  E. Povolo
· Current balance: $5728.23 
· $150 added to the balance due to the purchase of used uniform items 
· Past year’s expenses supported by council funds: 6 bursaries ($200 ea – 4 regular bursaries plus 1 indigenous award and 1 Jade de Castro scholarship), Christmas Outreach $2000, graduating class $2000
· Council will be looking into possible fundraising activities – A. Sartor will send out an email and organize a sub-committee of volunteers
Funds Request: 
M. Wilson-Clark
· Council has been asked to consider supporting the second annual St. Mary Christmas Used Book Sale. There will be a collection of used books donated from staff, students, and parents throughout November, and the actual book sale will be December 8th and 9th. The proceeds will be divided in support of Sick Kids Hospital and new book purchases for the Learning Commons. Parent council is being asked to provide $100 in support of this initiative. The money will go towards purchasing gift wrapping paper, bows, bags, bookmarks and donation stickers. This is a student-run initiative which supports the development of Catholic graduate expectations, particularly those that pertain to student ministry and leadership. – council has approved the $100 to support the sale
	OTHER BUSINESS


English Department Feedback “The Book Thief”:
M. Wilson-Clark
· Last year parent council supported purchasing “The Book Thief” for the English department

· One class was able to start reading the book in the second semester last year – this year 2 classes are reading the book 
· Feedback was provided to parent council – the students appreciated reading the book and learning about the Holocaust and World War II which they were also learning about in History class

· More classes will be reading the novel next semester
PA Day Agenda
J. Di Vizio

Staff participated in various presentations during the PA Day which included:
	Time
	Agenda Item

	9:00
	Welcome |Fellowship| Land Acknowledgement | Prayer | Community Builder

	9:30
	Faith and Reconciliation – Papal Visit

	10:00
	Break – 10 mins

	10:15
	Anti-Sex Trafficking and Cyber Protection

	11:30
	Lunch (1 Hour)

	12:30
	Special Education Review| Staff Wellness

	1:30
	Anti-Racism | Anti-Discrimination

	1:50
	Staff Wellness 

	2:00
	Collaboration Time (P/T interview Prep/Work on Edsby/Post Survey Anti Sex Trafficking)/Exam Review Prep for students 

	
	Adjournment


	ADJOURNMENT


Meeting Adjourned:  8:40 pm
Next St. Mary CSS Council Meeting 
Tuesday December 6, 2022 @ 7:00 pm – St. Mary’s Learning Commons

St. Mary CSS Parent Council meetings usually take place on the first Tuesday of the month, from 7:00pm – 8:00pm in the school library.  All parents are welcome to attend the monthly Parent Council meetings and bring agenda items forward for discussion. 
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